38S                                 ANALYSIS   01'

SKETCH  OF THE   CONSTITUTION

OF   THE

PRIMITIVE CHURCH,

OUR BLESSED LORD declared to his Apostles, " Upon THIS
ROCK willl build my Church, and the gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it," Matt. xvi. 18, thus intimating its genuine
foundation and perpetual duration; that when built upon HIM-
SELF and upon His DOCTRINE, as upon a rock, it should re-
sist all the efforts and brave all the storms and tempests, of the
powers of darkness to overthrow it. Matt. vii. 24, 25 ; Acts xx.
28 ;' for it should be supported by Ms continual presence and
protection to the end of the world. Matt, xxviii. 20.

TJie Church o/'CHKiST, in this place, evidently signifies the
Catholic or universal Church, comprizing the united congrega-
tion of the faithful throughout the whole world, wheresoever His
Gospel should be published and embraced, Matt. xxvi. 13, in
pursuance of his last commission to his Apostles, Matt, xxviii.
19; Mark xvi. 15.

At first, however, the word Church was necessarily taken in
a particular sense to denote the Mother Church at Jerusalem,
Matt xviii. 17 ; Acts ii. 47, viiL I, &c. and her offspring, the
particular Churches of Antioch, Ephesus, Philippl, Corinth,
Rome, &c. It was also sometimes taken for the building or
edljice where they assembled, 1 Cor. xi. 18.

The constitution of these several Churches, which composed
the primitive Church, was framed from the constitution of the
Mother Church; and this was evidently framed upon the model
of the Jewish Church9 founded at Mount Sinai, Gal. iv. 25,26,

The Jewish Church was a THEOCRACY, and so was the